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SCHOOL INFO: 

70 Gracefield Crescent, 

Kitchener, Ontario  N2E 1R9 

 

Phone: 519-745-3961 

Fax: 519-745-5636  

Website: http://ourladyofgrace.wcdsb.ca  

 

Principal:  Mrs. L. Vivian-Woodbeck 

Administrative Assistant: Mrs. C. Morey 
 

NEW SCHOOL HOURS: 

8:10am - Office is open  

8:40am – Early Morning Supervision 

8:55am - Teachers on Yard Duty 

9:10am - Morning entrance bell 

10:20-10:35am - Morning recess 

11:55am - 12:55pm – Lunch 

2:15-2:30pm – Afternoon recess 

3:40pm – Dismissal 

4:10pm – Office is closed 
 

 

PA DAYS 
June 2, 2017 

 
 

REPORTING DATES 
 

Term 2 Report Card – June 27, 2017 
(Grades reflect evaluation of learning and 
achievement: February – June) 

 

Principal’s Message:   

Congratulations to our grade seven students who received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation on Saturday, May 13th.  On Saturday, June 
3rd, our grade two students will receive the Sacrament of First Holy 
Communion.  Please keep our young students in your prayers as they 
prepare for this special day. 

Congratulations to Miss Chloe M. on being nominated and receiving 
the Beacon of Hope award for the WCDSB.   
Our Grade Three and Six students completed the Primary and Junior 
EQAO Assessment and did their very best.  They were well prepared 
by the Grace staff from JK-G.8.  Everyone helped by being silent 
during the day, taking on extra duties and encouraging our students to 
show their learning.  We will receive the results in late August and begin 
disseminating that data to build upon our own professional learning to support our 
students.   
After much discussion and voting, our Student School Improvement Team has 
decided on our theme for next year.  They presented to the Staff School 
Improvement Team and at a staff meeting and we unanimously voted in favour of 
their idea.  We look forward to unveiling the theme on the first day of school. 

Over the summer, OLOG will be undergoing major renovations.  We 
will be receiving new cabinetry in the classrooms, updating some 
classrooms’ flooring, new ceiling tiles, LED lighting, water bottle 
refilling stations, beautifying our kindergarten outdoor area, lots of 

mechanical work and…a new gym floor!  We are all very excited to see our new 
and even better facility in September. 
After dedicating 14 years to our Gators, Mrs. Targosz is moving to Blessed 
Sacrament school.  We are very grateful to the work she has done with students 
and wish her well.  Mme. Salens, Mrs. Renda and Mrs. Czapinski were only here 
for one year (filling in for maternity leaves) but their work on behalf of our students 
is very much appreciated.  We will be welcoming another baby Gator in August 
when Mrs. Weinhardt will be off to have her baby.  
In June, our final Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expectation focus will be: 
I Am A Learner For Life! 

 I use my gifts and talents given to me by God. 
 I always do my best. 
 I build on my strengths and weaknesses.   
 I set goals. 
 I accept change. 
 I am proud of the good things I do. 
 I am thankful for the gifts of others. 

Because I am a learner for life, I can reach my dreams by living my life like Jesus. 
We welcome students back on Tuesday, September 5th.  We will 
come together in the gym before starting our learning.  Parents are 
welcome to join us for opening prayer and O Canada. 
Please contact us ASAP if you are registering your child for 
kindergarten or if you are moving and will not be returning to OLOG in the fall.  We 
need this information to ensure we have proper student placement and appropriate 
staffing. 
Friday, June 30th, is the last day for students.  Students are dismissed at their 
regular time of 3:40. 

The staff of Our Lady of Grace wishes everyone a safe and happy summer!! 
 

 

OUR LADY OF GRACE SCHOOL 
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Divisional Learning 
Early Years –   June is a time to review our mathematical concepts.  There will be more opportunities to bring 

our math learning outdoors as we compare capacity at the water table and in the sand pit.  Our school yard 
provides us with opportunities to explore linear measurement and practise our estimation skills (e.g., How 
many markers would it take to measure the length of the bench at the baseball diamond? How many 
pinecones tall do you think the plant is?).  Conducting surveys in our classrooms and graphing the results, 
exploring the properties of geometric shapes indoors and outdoors and further developing our addition and 
subtraction skills are other areas of mathematical learning for the month of June.  In Language, learning about 
word families in Reading, Writing and games (e.g., -at, -an, -in).  We are using rhyming skills to identify and 
spell words that belong in each word family.  Sight word recognition, blending sounds in words and breaking 
down words into their individual parts so we can print the words in our stories are ongoing areas of focus.  We 
are also labelling our pictures in Writing and learning to write for a purpose (e.g., an invitation, a greeting card).  
Our SK graduation will be Tuesday, June 20th at 1:30 pm in the gym.  More information will follow. 
  

Primary Division - The primary students continue to build upon their literacy skills.  It is important to review 

sounds, words, decoding and comprehension strategies while reading both fiction and non-fiction texts at 
home and in the classroom.  Reading fluently is a bridge to comprehension and is not the same as speed 
reading.  It is reading the way we should talk so we can better understand messages and information.  To 
support the development of this skill at home, have your child read aloud into a recording device (e.g., 
iPod).  Together, listen to the recording and discuss how fluently your son or daughter read and how he or she 
can make improvements.  The more times your child reads, the better he/she will sound.  Students are 
investigating how prevalent probability is in our everyday lives through the likelihood of events occurring.  Try 
to notice and model probability language (likely, unlikely, certain, impossible) when you discuss events that 
may happen during his/her day or week/weekend.  One activity you can do at home is to look at the Weather 
Network and discuss the probability it will rain that day. When playing games such as Snakes and Ladders, 
talk about the chance of rolling an even or odd number.  This will strengthen your child’s understanding and 
communication skills around probability.  Over the summer, children should continue to work on learning math 
facts in addition, subtraction (grades one and two), multiplication and division (grade three).  Review of money 
and time will benefit all children.  Access previous monthly newsletters for more ideas to further strengthen 
skills throughout the summer. 

Junior Division - Mrs. Weinstein’s class is working on persuasive writing and perfecting their paragraphs. A 

persuasive paragraph tries to convince the reader that a point of view is worthy of consideration.  We are 
brainstorming ideas for good persuasive arguments and coming up with counter-arguments to make writing 
more convincing.  Mrs. Skowronska’s students will be engaged in writing a compare/contrast paragraph to 
present similarities and differences between two people, places or things.  We will use our knowledge of 
paragraph writing and focus on using compare/contrast vocabulary: similar, both, in common, in contrast, 
unlike.  We will also deepen our knowledge of text features (e.g., table of contents, index, diagram, caption, 
etc.) and how they strengthen their understanding of written material.  Students in Mrs. Egan’s class will be 
focused on procedural writing and sequencing text pattern.  Texts can be organized in many ways to help 
readers identify important information.  These different structures are called text patterns.  
In Mathematics, students in Mrs. Weinstein’s class will be constructing three-dimensional figures using nets, 
two-dimensional shapes and linking cubes.  To work with solids and nets, students must identify the shapes of 
the faces of a solid and understand how the faces relate to each other.  By visualizing the folding of paper, 
students can predict whether a net will create a solid which helps develop spatial sense.  Students in Mrs. 
Skowronska and Mrs. Egan’s classes will study probability.  Probability refers to the likelihood of an event 
occurring.  Every day, we find examples of probability in weather forecasting, interpretation of polls and 
commercials for various products.  Students will participate in activities involving planning probability 
experiments, connecting real-life statements with probability concepts and posing and solving simple problems 
involving probability.  
Mrs. Weinstein’s class is deepening their faith by connecting the story “Wonder” to their own lives and the 
special qualities and talents that God has given everyone.  Mrs. Skowronska’s class is focusing on the three 
essential parts of the Apostles’ Creed.  Mrs. Egan’s class will be reflecting on our theme of Romans 12:12 and 
thinking about ways they can continue to live this theme every day. 
 



Intermediate Division – Reflecting is an essential part of good mathematical problem solving.  Students 

who reflect on their choices and results improve their approaches and discover new possibilities.  Good 
problem solvers regularly reflect on and monitor their own thought processes.  By doing so, they recognize 
when the technique they are using is not favourable and make a conscious decision to switch to a different 
strategy, rethink the problem or search for related content knowledge that may be helpful.  In the Intermediate 
classrooms, students often reflect on their own thinking and the thinking of others, assess the reasonableness 
of an answer and share aspects of a problem that was challenging.   
Helpful Tips for Parents and Guardians at Home: 

 Believe that every child can be successful in Math. It takes good teaching, coaching, encouragement 
and practise. 

 Talk about math in a positive way.  A positive attitude about math is infectious. 
 Encourage persistence.  Some problems take time to solve. 
 Encourage your child to experiment with different approaches to mathematics. There is often more than 

one way to solve a math problem. 
 When your child is solving math problems, ask questions such as: Why did you...?  What can you do 

next? Do you see any patterns?  Does the answer make sense?  How do you know?  This helps to 
encourage thinking about mathematics. 

 Connect math to everyday life and help your child understand how math influences them (i.e., walking 
distance to school, grocery shopping, telling time). 

 
In the Intermediate classrooms, students read “Hamlet for Kids” by Lois Burdett and saw a production at St. 
Mary’s High School based on the rules of comedy as they are applied to this play.  Students will be critiquing 
the performance as a writing task and responding with other activities. 

The Library Corner 
Library Closure and Inventory - As the end of the school year approaches, so too do the end of class visits 
to the school library.  This year, all books are due back to the library by Friday, June 9th.  After that, there will 
be no more library visits as the library books will be inventoried to track down any missing books before the 
end of the school year.  Our Lady of Grace staff, students and families have done an excellent job in past 
years of returning library books at the end of the year and helping search for missing books.  Please help us 
continue that trend by encouraging your child(ren) to return books by June 9th and watch for our “Wanted” list 
after inventory.  With your help, we can maintain the wonderful treasure that is our school library! 

Library Used Book Sale - The library will once again be having a used book sale this year.  The book sale will 
take place on Friday, June 9th.  Library books that have been pulled from the collection due to condition, low 
usage and multiple copies will be available for students to buy at the low price of only $0.25 a piece!   

School Council 
Council is continuing to plan our fundraiser activities for the 2017-2018 school year. If you have any new 
suggestions, please forward them to Council. Our final meeting will be on June 20th @ 6:30 p.m. in the library. 
Council would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to the school community for supporting our 
fundraising activities this school year. Have a fun and safe summer.  See you in the fall. 
 

We Team 

The WE Team is excited to announce that we will be having our first ever Bake Sale!  In lieu of our annual 
Cake Walk, a bake sale will be held on Friday, June 16 (AM) in room 8.  Items will be NUT-FREE and priced 
from $0.25 up to $2.00.  The money that is donated will go towards the country and area of greatest need 
through the WE Foundation. Thank you once again for supporting Our Lady of Grace WE-Gators!  
 

Graduation 
Grade 8 graduation takes place on Wednesday, June 28th at 6:00 p.m. in the school gymnasium.  Following 
the ceremony, the graduates will be heading to Brunswick Bowl for an evening of bowling.  
 

Cross Country 
Our cross-country runners are anxiously awaiting the rain date due. The meet was cancelled on May 31st due 
to the chance of thunderstorms. You will be notified when a new date has been chosen.  



OCSGE – I Have a Voice 
Our April focus for our Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expectations was “I have a Voice”.  The recipients 
who most demonstrated these qualities are:  
 

Channing A., Naomi A., Alena A., Ryder A., Kirstin B., Harold B., Clara B., Ashley C., Hayden C., 
Bryson C., Alyssa E., Hannah E.A, Riley F., Sophia F., Veronica G., Gabriela G., Riley G., Wes 
H., Emma H., C.J. H., Connor H., Kal-el H., Kayolla K., Brooke K., Alice K., Nathaniel L., Elyjah 
M., Nash M., Cristian M., Patrik M., Nicolas M., Dylan M.U., Olivia M.U., Jayden P., Brooke P., 
Maria P., Victoria R., Ammy R., Martin S., Nash S., Landyen S., Rebekah S.A., Samantha T., 
Selina T., Jacobo V., Ivo V., Megan W., Tyrell W., Martha Y., Zachary Z. 

 

Intermediate Soccer 
On Monday, May 15th, the Intermediate Co-Ed Soccer team played in their tournament and finished 

in 4th place.  With only a few practices under their belts, they went to the tournament and 
represented our school well with enthusiasm and hard work on the field.  Team members cheered 

each other on and played hard.  Special thanks to Mrs. Griffin, Patrick and Patrik who helped with 
organizing the afternoon and running practices. 

 
Junior Softball Teams 
The Junior Boys and Girls Softball teams are working hard to prepare for their tournaments coming up on June 
19th.  Mme. Salens and Mrs. Schell are impressed with the skill and sportsmanship shown on both teams.  Go 
Gators!  
 

School Track Meet – Grades 4 - 8 
The Our Lady of Grace track meet took place on Friday, May 19th, 2017 at University Stadium.  It 
was a wonderful experience for both students and staff.  All students competed to the best of 
their ability in many track and field events, running, jumping and throwing.  The highlight of the 
day was the way in which all our Gators stood and cheered for every athlete coming across the 
finish line whether they were in first or last place.  Many students qualified to go on to the area 
meet at University Stadium on June 7th, 2017.  We wish them the best of luck and know they will be great 
Ambassadors of Grace! 

 
Mudpuppy Chase 
Thank you to all the Gator families who came out to support our runners on May 7th. We could 
not have asked for a better day of sunshine and smiles to match! We are hoping for a bigger 
group next year so watch for details on how you and your family can sign up next May.  

 
2017 Jump Rope/Hoops for Heart Event 
 

Congratulations to all our Gators for another successful Jump Rope and Hoops For Heart Event! 
We surpassed our goal and raised $4,232.75 for this very important cause.  Special thanks to the Heart 
Healthy Team of Taejah, Valeria, Bianca and Nathalie from Room 9 for all their help with the Event. Thanks 
also to Brooke and Ava from Room 8 for their help with organizational tasks. Thanks to our wonderful Heart 
Healthy Volunteer Mrs. McClennan for spending the day organizing the pledge envelopes and Mr. Warmington 
for always being available to help with set up. 
 

 Overall Fundraiser Winner: James M. - amazing $1,000!!! 
 

Class Winners: Top Jump - Ms. Manley's class (Room 1)/Top Hoops - Mrs. Egan 
(P.2) 
 

Individual Winners for Jump: 
Julia K., Alisha G., Isaac G., Emily P., Westley R., Victoria R. 

 

 Individual Winners for Hoops: 
James M., Nikolas E., Kassidy E., Oscar O., Steven O., Miguel O.  

 
 

Have a safe and wonderful summer!  

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjsvJPatcLTAhWF24MKHZbjDP0QjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartkid.com/runner-cliparts/&psig=AFQjCNGM_gHnD06TzccIA0_GJvXxdgDY0A&ust=1493306317529777

