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SCHOOL INFO: 

70 Gracefield Crescent, 

Kitchener, Ontario  N2E 1R9 

 

Phone: 519-745-3961 

Fax: 519-745-5636 

Website: http://ourladyofgrace.wcdsb.ca 

 

Principal:  Mrs. L. Vivian-Woodbeck 

Administrative Assistant: Mrs. C. Morey 
 

NEW SCHOOL HOURS: 

8:10am - Office is open 

8:40am – Early Morning Supervision 

8:55am - Teachers on Yard Duty 

9:10am - Morning entrance bell 

10:20-10:35am - Morning recess 

11:55am - 12:55pm – Lunch 

2:15-2:30pm – Afternoon recess 

3:40pm – Dismissal 

4:10pm – Office is closed 
 

 

 

 

HOLIDAYS 
 

Thanksgiving:  October 9, 2017 
Christmas Break: December 25 to 
  January 5, 2018 
Family Day:        February 19, 2018 
March Break:  March 12 to 
                                  March 16, 2018 
Good Friday:  March 30, 2018 
Easter Monday: April 2, 2018 
Victoria Day:  May 21, 2018 

 
 

PA DAYS 
September 22, 2017 

October 23, 2017 
November 17, 2017 
December 8, 2017 
January 26, 2018 

April 13, 2018 
June 1, 2018 

 
 

REPORTING DATES 
Progress Reports – November 7, 2017 

 

Term 1 Report Card – February 15, 2018 
(Grades reflect evaluation of learning and 

achievement: September - January) 
 

Term 2 Report Card – June 26, 2018 
(Grades reflect evaluation of learning and 

achievement: February – June) 
 
 
 

 

Welcome Back, Our Lady of Grace Gators!! 
Welcome back to all our returning families and a special 

welcome to families new to our Grace community.  If you 

are new to OLOG, you will quickly learn that we are a 

community of caring people who sincerely do our best to 

model and live our Catholic teachings.   

As you are aware, we had some major construction over the summer and we are 

pleased with our “new” site.  We received new student 

washrooms, lighting, cabinetry, water bottle refilling stations and a 

gorgeous new gym floor!  Students were excited to see the 

renovations and look forward to sharing them with their families 

at our Meet the Teacher evening on September 19th. 

We are still working to confirm all classrooms with final numbers.  

We are very happy to be receiving new families into our 

community.  This means we could still have some classroom 

movement and we thank you for your patience while we work on 

finalizing our enrolment and classroom placement. 

On Friday, September 9th, students gathered for divisional assemblies where our 

“Gator Guarantee” and learning expectations were reviewed.  

Our Intermediate Division was also challenged to think about 

what their Gator Legacy will be.  Mrs. Ward introduced students 

to our new “Buddy Bench” and its impending arrival!  

The Student School Improvement Team (SSIT) unveiled our new theme on the 

first day of school with staff modelling this year’s Gator shirts.  As a 

community, we will focus on 1 Corinthians  13:7 – “Love 

never gives up; and its faith, hope, and patience 

never fail”.  Students were not told they had to choose a 

Biblical verse; this was chosen by them as a team.  As in the 

past few years, all Grace students will be fitted for their free shirt at our Meet the 

Teacher evening.  Monies from our school generated funds will pay for every 

student to have a shirt.  School Council has also approved for each student to 

receive a Gator water bottle for use with our new water bottle refilling stations.  

Thank you, School Council! 

Shortly, parents will receive information on how to support your child with 

his/her learning by being a member of the 2017-2018 School Council.  Meetings 

are once a month.  If you would like more information, please feel free to 

contact a Council member or the school. 

Safety Reminders –  When dropping off or picking up children at OLOG, you 

must do so in the designated area on Gracefield Crescent.  If you are walking 

your child to/from school, kindly use the path that runs along the Kindergarten 

area and avoid walking through the parking lot.  Dogs, even on a leash, are not 

permitted on the yard.  Later in the newsletter, you will see a note on our Safe 

Arrival procedures and a request not to plan holidays during the school year. 
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Divisional Learning 
Early Years 
Welcome to Kindergarten!  September is a time to meet new friends and to get to know each other.  
We are learning to recognize and print our own names.  We are also learning the names of our 
friends as we build new relationships in our classrooms.  In Numeracy, Kindergarten classes will 
focus on developing our number sense and numeration skills through inquiry-based centre play.  
We will also learn more about one another through participation in classroom survey activities.  We have many 
opportunities to talk to God daily through prayer and school wide Christian Meditation.  We will look for signs of 
God outdoors when we begin our Wednesday Walk with God later this month.  We are learning classroom and 
school routines and take pride in being called an Our Lady of Grace “Gator”. 
  

Primary Division 

Number Talks are an essential part of developing number sense. Students who are efficient at 
using strategies to recognize number patterns are better at working through more challenging 
questions and relating them to “real world” experiences. In the Primary Division, students are 
shown dot plates to identify number groupings which support the skill of adding; they also discuss 

a variety of number patterns that occur when skip counting forwards and backwards starting at any number.  In 
September, Literacy blocks are dedicated to assessing students’ reading skills and establishing good reading 
habits.  In Ms. Manley’s room, the focus will be on reviewing phonics.  In Ms. Zettel’s room, children are 
focusing on making connections (e.g., text-to-self, text-to-text, text-to-world).  In Mrs. Stangl and Mrs. 
Whiteford’s Grade 2/3 and 3 classrooms, boys and girls are reviewing comprehension strategies to build a 
deeper understanding of texts.  

Helpful Tips for Parents at Home: 

• Keep a Growth Mindset: believe that every child can be successful in Math. 

• Point out numbers in your day-to-day interactions with your child (e.g., prices of items in the grocery 
store, dots on dice while playing a board game) 

• Establish a routine of home reading where your child can read to you or independently 

• Tumblebooks.com is an online reading program that is accessible through our board website.  
 

Junior Division 
Welcome back to a brand-new school year!  Students in the Junior division have been hard at work this week 
settling into new classes and routines.  This month, each class will be focusing on the Number Sense and 
Numeration strand with an emphasis on a different skill.  Grade 4s will be reviewing place value with a focus on 
addition and subtraction of three- and four-digit numbers.  In Grade 5, students will demonstrate an 
understanding of place value in whole numbers and focus on applying this information when problem-solving.  
Students in Grade 6 will show place value through various representations and comparisons and use this 
knowledge to solve problems that arise from real-life situations.  In Literacy, the Grade 4 students will identify 
the main idea in a simple text and use this information to provide a summary.  Using graphic organizers, the 
Grade ⅘ students will organize ideas to summarize information.  In Grade ⅚, students will be focused on 
developing ideas and use these ideas to produce proper paragraphs. Students in Grade 6 will review 
paragraph writing and apply this knowledge to create summaries of information they have read.  As a division, 
we are beginning our year concentrating on math facts. This helps our students improve their ability 
to recall the basic facts in all four operations accurately, quickly and effortlessly. This increases their 
fluency and helps them retrieve this information from long-term memory without conscious effort or 
attention allowing them to focus on problem solving and learning new concepts and skills. At home, 
review math facts with your student by using flashcards, playing games or even just testing one 
another.  In Literacy, each class in the Junior Division will be using the Language Power 
Programme this year. This programme focuses on building skills in vocabulary, sentence structure, grammar 
and usage, capitalization and punctuation - all of which are critical skills.  Encourage your child to question new 
vocabulary he/she encounters and determine the meaning of new words using context. This will help them 
build their oral language skills. 
 
 



Intermediate Division  
In Numeracy, problem solving is central to learning mathematics and is the focus of the Intermediate Division 
to start the year.  By learning to solve problems, students are given numerous opportunities to connect 
mathematical ideas and to develop conceptual understanding.  Intermediate students are learning and 
reviewing the four-step problem solving model: understanding the problem, making a plan, carrying out the 
plan and looking back at their solutions. To help support your child, include them in situations that require math 
problem solving strategies (e.g., grocery shopping, calculating sales tax, measuring when cooking, etc.)   We 
continue to focus on math facts.  Learning these foundational skills will assist our students in their ability to 
grasp the many complex mathematical concepts that are covered in the intermediate division.  Mastering math 
facts has been shown to help reduce anxiety which may interfere with learning.  At home, review math facts 
with your student by using flashcards, playing games on math websites or quizzing them orally.  In Grade 7, 
students will focus on Patterning and Algebra to recognize and solve linear and geometric patterns.  Grade 7/8 
students will be involved with the strand of Number Sense and recognize the value held by each digit in a 
number, including decimals.  In Grade 8, students will work with place value, estimating, rounding and 
operations involving decimals.  In Literacy, each class in the Intermediate Division will be using the Language 

Power Programme. This programme focuses on building skills in vocabulary, sentence 
structure, grammar and usage, capitalization and punctuation - all of which are critical 
skills.  Encourage your child to send you texts and emails with proper spelling, punctuation and 
grammar or you can send them messages with errors and have them respond with an edited 

version.  Specifically, the Grade 7 class will focus on making connections.  The Grade 7/8 students will apply a 
variety of reading strategies also with attention on making connections.  The Grade 8 class will use reading 
responses and share the connections they make to stories read to them and by them. 

The Library Corner 

As classes start to visit the library again on a regular basis, there are a few things parents should know:  
 

• all classes have one scheduled library period a week 

• students are responsible for the books they sign out; therefore, if a book is lost or damaged, students 
will be required to pay a replacement fine of $5.00 for a paperback book or $10.00 for a hardcover 

• reading is a great way for you and your child to spend quality time together; encourage your child to 
share his/her library books with you so you can enjoy them together 

 

Book Fair: 
The Book Fair is coming!  Once again, Our Lady of Grace will be hosting a Scholastic Book Fair.  The Book 
Fair is a great opportunity for you to buy carefully selected, quality books and help OLOG get new books for 
our school library at the same time!  The Book Fair will run from September 18-20 and be open during the 
“Meet the Teacher” night on September 19th from 5:30-7:00 p.m.  All books purchased at the Book Fair raise 
funds for new books for our library!  Hope to see you there! 
Follow Our Lady of Grace Library on Twitter: 
Our school library is on Twitter. Follow @OLOG Library for news on what’s happening in our library and other 
library and information related tweets. 

 
School Council 
Welcome back Gators and a special hearty welcome to those of you joining the OLOG family 
this school year!  It is hard to believe September is here and Council already has a lot on the 
go.  Our first event is Meet the Teacher Night which will be held on Tuesday, September 
19th from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Please refer to the separate insert that was sent home for 
further details.  Next will be our Fall Fundraiser.  Once again, we will be offering the Stemmler’s Pepperette 
fundraiser, given the popularity of it.  This event will run from Wednesday, October 4th to Tuesday, October 
17th.   More details on this will follow in the coming weeks.  Additionally, Council is working to get Pizza 
Days up and running as soon as possible.  You will receive more information shortly.  On a final note, 
nominations for School Council 2017-2018 will be sent home from the school; Council members' commitment 
is from October to the following September, inclusively.  With this in mind, the Council of 2016-2017 would like 
to express our sincere gratitude to the entire school community for your support in all our activities.  Without 
your support and generosity, we would not be able to sponsor the various extra-curricular activities and 
purchases that enhances the learning experiences of the students at OLOG. Council's next meeting is set 
for Tuesday, October 17 @ 6:30 p.m. in the library.  As always, you are welcome to attend. 



We Team 

The WE Team is just getting started for the year and is currently looking for eager students in Grades 6, 7 and 
8 to join.  We will have our first official meeting next week to set goals for the year, look at fundraising 
ideas and determine the local and global initiatives we are going to pursue.  We have 10 tickets 
confirmed for WE Day on September 28th in Toronto and we are so excited to send some 
Ambassadors of Grace to attend this monumental event.  Keep an eye out in future newsletters for 

more information about the WE Team of 2017-2018! 
 

Intermediate Sports 
Junior soccer try-outs will begin next week for all students in Grades 4 - 6.   Students who make the 
team will take part in a half-day afternoon tournament at RIM Park in Waterloo on Wednesday, 
September 27th.   

 
Girls' and boys' intermediate three-pitch try-outs start next week for all students in Grades 7 and 8 
who are interested.  The boys' tournament will take place on Monday, September 25 at Wilson Park 
in Kitchener and the girls' will take place on Tuesday, September 26th at the same location.  
 

Good luck to all our energetic Gators! 
 

Office/Learning Items 

Safe Arrival Programme 

The school has a “Safe Arrival Programme” in cooperation with parents to ensure the safety of 
students.  We request that a parent/guardian telephone the school (519-745-3961) whenever 
their child will be late for or absent from class.  The answering machine is available 24 
hours/day.  If we are unaware why the child is not at school, we will contact the parent / 
guardian at home and/or work.  If we are still unable to reach an adult, we may call the police 
to ensure the safety of the child. 

Holidays 

Please remember to book your family holidays outside the school calendar.  When children are 
pulled from class, they miss vital information that cannot be learned from a text book.  So much of 
what our students learn is from experiences in class. 

 


