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SCHOOL INFO: 

70 Gracefield Crescent, 

Kitchener, Ontario  N2E 1R9 

 

Phone: 519-745-3961 

Fax: 519-745-5636 

Website: http://ourladyofgrace.wcdsb.ca 

 

Principal:  Mrs. L. Vivian-Woodbeck 

Administrative Assistant: Mrs. C. Morey 
 

NEW SCHOOL HOURS: 

8:10am - Office is open 

8:40am – Early Morning Supervision 

8:55am - Teachers on Yard Duty 

9:10am - Morning entrance bell 

10:20-10:35am - Morning recess 

11:55am - 12:55pm – Lunch 

2:15-2:30pm – Afternoon recess 

3:40pm – Dismissal 

4:10pm – Office is closed 
 

 

 

 

HOLIDAYS 
 

Thanksgiving:  October 9, 2017 
Christmas Break: December 25 to 
  January 5, 2018 
Family Day:        February 19, 2018 
March Break:  March 12 to 
                                  March 16, 2018 
Good Friday:  March 30, 2018 
Easter Monday: April 2, 2018 
Victoria Day:  May 21, 2018 

 
 

PA DAYS 
October 23, 2017 

November 17, 2017 
December 8, 2017 
January 26, 2018 

April 13, 2018 
June 1, 2018 

 
 

REPORTING DATES 
Progress Reports – November 7, 2017 

 

Term 1 Report Card – February 15, 2018 
(Grades reflect evaluation of learning and 

achievement: September - January) 
 

Term 2 Report Card – June 26, 2018 
(Grades reflect evaluation of learning and 

achievement: February – June) 
 
 
 

 
On September 19th, we celebrated our opening Mass here at the 
school.  We transformed the gym into a reverent space and filled the 
room with prayer and song.  Take a minute to ask your son/daughter 
about our “school song” and ask him/her to sing it for you (“You Are 

My All in All).  At each liturgical celebration, we ensure we pray twice by singing 
it.   
Our Gator water bottles are a huge success with our students.  They are using 
the water refill stations multiple times a day to ensure they are hydrated (helps 
our learning).  Our water bottles are not dishwasher safe and must be washed 
by hand.   
After our very successful Open House on September 19th, we received a call 
from the neighbourhood with concerns around blocked driveways 
and  “manners”.  Kindly remember that we are part of a bigger 
community here at Grace and our relationship with our neighbours 
is a very important one. 
All students have been measured for their 1Corinthians 13:7 shirt and we look 
forward to wearing them on Gator Wednesdays.  Our Pastoral Team continues 
to meet and refine our pastoral plan around our liturgical theme and the 
liturgical calendar.   
Mrs. Egan’s grade six class has graciously volunteered to lead students/staff 
every month with our Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expectations.  We are 
beginning October by looking deeply at “I Am A Team Player”.  For Gators, this 
means: 

✓ I cooperate with others in all that I do. 
✓ I value everyone’s work. 
✓ I share with others. 
✓ I respect and listen to others. 
✓ I think of others before myself. 
✓ I follow rules of fair play. 
✓ I work hard in school so I can build my community and make it a better 

place. 
✓ I always make room for one more. 

Because I am a team player, I know that together is better and we will all live 
our lives like Jesus. 

On the September 22nd PD Day, staff continued the work of 
looking at student data.  We have access to both large scale data 
(EQAO, CCAT (g. 4), CAT4 (g. 7) and our classroom data (report 
card marks, literacy folders, observations).  This work with data is 

paramount to understanding the successes and next steps of student 
achievement so we can plan a meaningful School Improvement Plan.  Over the 
school year, teachers will come together to “moderate” student work during the 
“as/formative” stage of learning.  Although not all EQAO questions from the 
previous year are released for us to examine our students’ responses, we will 
be giving students EQAO like questions and this is the work we will moderate in 
the respective divisions.  As always, we will continue to report to you on the 
work being done. 
 

Love never gives up; and its faith, hope, and patience never fail. 

1 Corinthians 13:7 
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Divisional Learning 
Early Years  
October is a time to be thankful for all of God’s blessings.  This month, we will be giving thanks and 
recognizing we are all special and unique.  We will have the opportunity to participate in a variety of “all about 
me” activities.  This includes a family flag to embrace our nationalities and cultural backgrounds.  In Literacy, 
we will work on a variety of alphabet and name activities. This will enhance our ability 
to recognize the letters in our names.  In Shared Reading, our theme is Fall poems 
and songs.  We will have many occasions to identify letters and sight words within 
weekly poems.  Home Reading will begin. This is a great program that gives parents 
the opportunity to read with their child each night.  In Mathematics, we will focus on 
number sense, surveys, patterning and non-standard measurement.  We will practise counting with one-to-one 
correspondence, create survey questions and build a variety of patterns.  For measurement, we will focus on 
mass and capacity.  We will bake muffins and explore pumpkin activities that connect to our measurement unit.  
  

Primary Division  
October finds the Primary Division collaborating on math and literacy activities through small and whole group 

discussions, the use of manipulatives and sharing their ideas with peers. 
In Numeracy, Ms. Manley and Ms. Zettel’s students use number lines and connecting cubes to 
identify skip counting.  In Mrs. Stangl and Mrs. Whiteford’s classes, students solve patterning 
problems using math tools and then model their thinking.  At the end of each lesson, all 
students get an opportunity to consolidate and identify new learning.  To support your child’s 
numeracy skills at home, encourage your child to talk about math in everyday contexts (e.g., 

counting coins).  The importance of retelling stories is that it allows students to learn how to organize and 
describe events and understand how story structure enhances what they perceive they have read.  The grade 
ones and twos will begin discussing story elements such as setting, characters, problem and solution during 
the month of October.  The grade threes will discuss elements of a text through the context of fiction and 
nonfiction; for example, we will examine features of fiction texts (characters, setting, illustrations, etc.) and 
nonfiction texts (table of contents, charts, headings, diagrams, photographs, etc.).  Studying the elements and 
structure of a text are essential because they help your child understand what is important.  It also helps them 
write their own fiction and nonfiction pieces.  When reading with your child, ask him/her what the book was 
about to support comprehension. 

 

Junior Division 
Our Junior Division is practising math facts and enhancing their vocabulary and 
usage skills with the Language Power programme.  In Math, we are continuing to 
deepen our understanding of place value in the Number Sense and Numeration 
strand and will apply this knowledge as we move into Patterning and Algebra.  
The grade four students will be selecting tools and strategies, such as T-charts, 
to identify, create and extend patterns.  Grade five students will build models to represent number patterns that 
are presented in a table or chart.  In grade six, students will access their previous learning to identify and plot 
coordinates presented in a pattern or table.  Summarizing is supposed to be quick and simple which allows 
people to get the main idea without the extra details.  It includes ONLY the most important and relevant 
information.  Students are learning to evaluate the information read to summarize and be brief and concise.  In 
grade four, students are reading non-fiction articles and using a variety of methods to locate important facts to 
include in their summaries.  Grade five students are identifying not only the main idea but also supporting 
details from their text selections.  In grade six, students are focused on differentiating important from 
unimportant details as well as translating large chunks of information into a few concise sentences. 
 

Intermediate Division  
In the Intermediate Division, students are learning to recognize that factors are parts of numbers that, when 
multiplied together, give a larger number.  Every number has at least two factors; one and the number itself; on 



the other hand, multiples are like skip counting with the same number.  Factors and multiples are especially 
important when working with expanding and reducing fractions as well as with finding patterns in numbers.  

Finding the greatest common factor, least common multiple and prime factors of a number are 
important skills.  All intermediate classes are focusing on Number Sense and Numeration.  In 
grade seven, students will identify and compare integers and find patterns using negative 
numbers and multiples. They will represent and order integers using a variety of tools and will 
apply these skills to solve problems found in real-life contexts.  In grade 7/8, students will 
generate multiples and factors and represent perfect squares and square roots.  In grade eight, 
students will determine common factors and common multiples using the prime factorization of 

numbers and apply this knowledge to solve word problems related to real-life experiences.  To help your child 
with the concepts of factorization and multiples, continue to practise math facts.  You might also give them a 
number and ask them the two numbers that are multiplied together to make up that product (e.g., 49 = 7 x 7).  
In Literacy, each class in the Intermediate Division is working on summarizing.  Summarizing teaches students 
how to find the most important ideas in a text, how to ignore irrelevant information and how to integrate the 
central ideas in a meaningful way.  Teaching students to summarize improves memory for what is read and is 
used in almost every content area.  The grade seven class is continuing to make connections. To help 
students while reading, we will be learning how to focus on the most important and relevant information to base 
their connections.  In Writing, students will work on paragraph structure and organizing thoughts and ideas.  
The grade 7/8 class is focusing on the writing process, mainly the prewriting stage that includes generating 
ideas about a topic (brainstorming) and identifying and ordering main ideas with supporting details for a writing 
piece.  Grade eights are reading short stories and content subject text to identify main ideas and create 
summaries.  In Writing, they are working on organizing ideas to communicate clearly to an audience.  
 

The Library Corner 
A big THANK YOU to everyone who came out and supported our September Book Fair!  We 
had an incredibly successful book fair for our school.  We raised $1,800 to go toward new books 
for the library.  Watch for the new books which will soon be available on our library shelves! 
 
All classes are now having regular library visits. Look for library books coming home in backpacks. Please 
remind your child to "keep them happy"! 

 
School Council 
Thank you to all for attending the "Open House/Meet the Teacher" event.  It was good to see such a fantastic 
turn out.  Our main fundraiser for the year will begin on Wednesday, October 4, 2017.  Council will be running 
the Stemmler Pepperette campaign for this event.  We appreciate your continued support which allows Council 
to execute many good things for the school.  Our next meeting is October 17th @ 6:30 p.m. One of the items 
that will be covered are elections for Council 2017-2018. As always, you are welcome to attend. 

We Team 

What an amazing response we have had for our WE Team this year!  We have 
over 30 eager grades six, seven and eight students who committed to our team 
and are ready to start making a change.  Some of our We Team members had the 
privilege of attending WE Day at the Air Canada Centre in Toronto on September 
28th.  Aside from the excitement of seeing well-known celebrities such as Kelly 
Clarkson, Vanessa Hudgens, Sabrina Carpenter, Hedley and Prince Harry, 
inspiring messages were also heard from Olympic medallists Andre De Grasse 
and Penny Oleksiak, past Secretary-General of the UN Ban Ki-Moon, Rick Hansen 

and George Takei, to mention a few.   Tickets could not be purchased and all were present because of their 
impressive and selfless accomplishments in their communities and around the world which earned them places 
in the crowd. Pushing youth to be the change they want to see in the world and the immense power of 
kindness are some of WE's core values and messages that our We Team members will be sharing with the 
rest of the group as we plan for and prepare local and global initiatives for the year. 
Stay tuned for more information about our Thanksgiving Food Drive and thank you in advance for helping 
people in our own community during this important time of year.  
 

 



Intermediate Sports 
Junior soccer - Congratulations to the Junior Soccer Team who represented Our Lady of Grace on 
Wednesday, September 27th at Rim Park. They tied their first game against St. Anne, lost their 
second game to St. Kateri and won their last game against St. Daniel. They played Blessed 
Sacrament in the finals and lost in a hard-fought game 4-2. Way to go, Gators!  A special thank you to our 
Grade 8 helpers Dylan, Martha and Kiarah for all their help. 

 

Boys' Intermediate Three-Pitch - Our intermediate boys showed true grit and pride at their tournament where 
they went UNDEFEATED and brought home 1st place!  They were incredible competitors and represented our 
school in true Gator fashion.  Well done, boys! 

 

Girls' Intermediate Three-Pitch - Congratulations to the Intermediate Girls' 3-Pitch team who went 
undefeated in round robin play to take home the championship. Our Gators demonstrated (both on 
and off the field) that they are true ambassadors of Our Lady of Grace! 

 

Girls’ Basketball 
Tryouts will begin next week for all girls in grade 6-8. The half day tournament will take place in November 
(date to be determined).  As you are aware, all Gators must fulfill their academic and school expectations to 
secure a place on any team in the school.   
 

Boys’ Volleyball 
Boys’ volleyball tryouts will begin on Tuesday, October 10th.  Practices will take place over the lunch 
hour on Monday, Tuesday and some Fridays leading up to the half day volleyball tournament.  As 
student athletes, members of the team must meet academic and school expectations in the classroom 

and on the yard.  A permission form will be sent home with all interested boys in grades six, seven and eight 
during the week of October 2nd.  This must be filled out before your child will be permitted to tryout. 
 

Terry Fox 
It was a hot, sunny day on Tuesday, September 27th when the entire student population 
headed outdoors to walk in Terry Fox’s memory.  The staff and students showed the local 
Grace community what it means to be an ambassador by listening to their teachers and 
respecting the environment around them.  Students learned about Terry Fox and his legacy.  
This year, we raised $548.00 for the Terry Fox Foundation.  Congratulations, Gators!   
 

October Fit Bit 
Have a Healthy Halloween! 
Halloween is such an exciting time of year for children. There are thoughts of costumes, parties and of course, 
sugary treats. Your child can enjoy Halloween without abandoning good eating habits completely. You can use 
Halloween as a time to be a role model. Halloween offers an excellent opportunity to teach your children about 
healthy eating and active living. Don’t forget to send healthy snacks with your child for classroom celebrations! 

 

Use these tips to keep your child healthy and the treats under control 

• Set expectations early. Teach children that candy is a treat and not an everyday food. 

• Help your child divide up a few favourite pieces of candy into little treat bags to enjoy once or twice per 
week at a specified time (i.e., after dinner). This helps them to learn portion control, a very important part 
of healthy eating. 

• Store extra candy in a cupboard out of reach. It is wise not to store the candy at eye level to avoid 
temptation for the whole family. 
 

Make Halloween a Time to Be Active  

• Halloween is a great time to be active. The cool fall weather is a perfect opportunity to enjoy the outdoors. 

• Plan to go for a walk or bike ride as a family.  

• Hike and explore some of the beautiful trails in our Region. 

• Visit a local pumpkin patch and pick your own pumpkins and gourds. Some pumpkin patches offer corn 
mazes, haunted houses and hay rides. 

• Visit a park to play in the leaves. 

• Join your children and walk through the neighbourhood or malls to look at the Halloween decorations. 


