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SCHOOL INFO: 

70 Gracefield Crescent, 

Kitchener, Ontario  N2E 1R9 

 

Phone: 519-745-3961 

Fax: 519-745-5636 

Website: http://ourladyofgrace.wcdsb.ca 

 

Principal:  Mrs. L. Vivian-Woodbeck 

Administrative Assistant: Mrs. C. Morey 
 

SCHOOL HOURS: 

8:10am - Office is open 

8:40am – Early Morning Supervision 

8:55am - Teachers on Yard Duty 

9:10am - Morning entrance bell 

10:20-10:35am - Morning recess 

11:55am - 12:55pm – Lunch 

2:15-2:30pm – Afternoon recess 

3:40pm – Dismissal 

4:10pm – Office is closed 
 

 

 

 

HOLIDAYS 
 

Christmas Break: December 25 to 
  January 5, 2018 
Family Day:        February 19, 2018 
March Break:  March 12 to 
                                  March 16, 2018 
Good Friday:  March 30, 2018 
Easter Monday: April 2, 2018 
Victoria Day:  May 21, 2018 

 
 

PA DAYS 
November 17, 2017 
December 8, 2017 
January 26, 2018 

April 13, 2018 
June 1, 2018 

 
 
 

REPORTING DATES 
Progress Reports – November 7, 2017 

 

Term 1 Report Card – February 15, 2018 
(Grades reflect evaluation of learning and 

achievement: September - January) 
 

Term 2 Report Card – June 26, 2018 
(Grades reflect evaluation of learning and 

achievement: February – June) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our student Gator shirts have arrived!  All 
students will be receiving the shirt they were 
measured for which displays this year’s theme of 
1 Corinthians 13:7 (chosen by students).  Monies 
from our School Generated Funds were used to 
provide all students with a free shirt.  Every 
Wednesday is Gator Day and we wear our shirts 
to show school spirit. 
We continue to meet as a staff and within divisions to review our data 
and how best to support our learners; specifically, we are asking, “What 
impact will collaborative teaching and learning that focuses on the 
assessment AS learning have on increasing the number of students 
approaching the provincial standard?”  Staff are using students who have 
an IEP, are ELL and our boys as specific targets because our data 
shows they need additional and explicit support and we know if our work 
is great for them, it will be good for all. 
With the support of School Council, this year we will be giving medals to 

successful recipients of our monthly focus of our 
Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expectations.  
It is our hope that students will strive to collect 
all seven over their years at Grace.  For the 
month of October, we looked at the qualities of 
“I Am A Team Player”.  Medals are on back 
order and as soon as they arrive, students who 
are named inside this newsletter will receive 

their own.  In November, we will look for the qualities of “I Have 
Responsibilities” in students.  The Pastoral Team chose this expectation 
to coincide with Remembrance Day and the “look fors” are: 

✓ I am a peace maker 
✓ I am fair 
✓ I am forgiving 
✓ I follow rules and do my share 
✓ I help the poor and care for people in need 
✓ I stand up for what is right 
✓ I know that all life is precious 
✓ I respect and protect the world and all that is in it 

Because I have responsibilities, I can make a difference and I will live my 
life like Jesus. 
We look forward to meeting with all parents and students on November 
9th to discuss your child(ren)’s work and achievement.  At this meeting, 
progress will be discussed and next steps identified.   
Please take time to read our divisional news to see the threading of 
learning and expectations throughout the school. 
Coming Soon – Gator information on becoming an EcoSchool.  Stay 
tuned. 

 
 

OUR LADY OF GRACE SCHOOL 
 “A Caring, Catholic Community Learning and Growing Together” 

 

NOVEMBER 2017 NEWSLETTER 
 

 

http://ourladyofgrace.wcdsb.ca/


Divisional Learning 
 
 

Early Years - October was a great month for developing teamwork skills.  Students practised listening to and 
learning from our friends and sharing our materials as they learned to make room for one more friend in games 
and daily play activities.  We enjoyed group pumpkin carving and Halloween art activities.  Farmer Shelley 
came to our classrooms to teach us more about cows, dairy farming and healthy eating through songs, 
movement, hands on exploration and literacy activities.  Inquiring minds in October asked questions about why 
the leaves change colour and fall off trees and wondered how many seeds there are inside a pumpkin.  In 

November, we will learn how to be a peacemaker and celebrate peace in our classroom, 
in our school and in our world.  We will focus on our responsibilities to play fair and help 
each other and to respect and treat others with kindness.  As a school community, we will 
come together to participate in a Remembrance Day liturgy.  Our Literacy focus will be on 
letter sound and sight word activities.  We will also practise reading and writing patterned 
text materials (e.g., “I like”, “I can”, etc.).  In Math, we will continue to focus on number 

sense (i.e., one-to-one correspondence, recognizing and printing numbers), daily math talks, surveys and 
graphing.  We will also participate in non-standard measurement activities and work with 2D and 3D shapes.  
Information about Kindergarten observation sessions happening this month will come home shortly and we 
look forward to meeting with you during your scheduled observation session time.  

 Primary Division - Students gain a deeper understanding of the flexibility of numbers when they are given a 
variety of ways to work and observe numbers in the world around them.  Ms. Zettel’s students are comparing 
and ordering numbers to 50 from least to greatest and greatest to least (e.g., 8, 12, 36 
and 59, 16, 3) using a variety of tools (e.g., connecting cubes, number lines and 
hundreds charts).  Ms. Manley’s class will be using their knowledge of skip counting and 
applying it to solve math problems.  It is important children recognize that skip counting 
is a more effective strategy for counting large numbers of items.  In Mrs. Stangl and Mrs. 
Whiteford’s classes, students are exploring two and three digit numbers with a focus on 
place value (ones, tens and hundreds) to prepare students for addition and subtraction 
with regrouping.   The Primary Division is focusing on building vocabulary and 
connections to deepen students’ understanding of reading and writing.  Ms. Zettel’s class is focusing on using 
transition words, both orally and in writing, to sequence steps and recall events.  The grade one/two class is 
learning to make connections (i.e., text-to-self, text-to-text and text-to-world) which helps readers have a better 
understanding of the story.  In Mrs. Whiteford’s class, students are using nonfiction text features to find 
answers to their questions about Canada in the early 1800’s.  Mrs. Stangl’s class is writing “All About” books 
about Animals (Gr. 2) or Plants (Gr. 3), using nonfiction text features (e.g., table of contents, headings, 
diagrams, labels, captions, hyperlinks etc.). 

 
Junior Division - In the Junior division, we know numbers are all around us.  We see large numbers in video 
game scores, salaries of professional athletes and YouTube views but to have a sense of these large numbers 
and their magnitude, we need to understand their place value and exactly how much they are worth.  All 
classes are consolidating their thinking in patterning and moving towards their next unit in Geometry.  Grade 
fours will be learning about benchmark angles (e.g., acute, obtuse and right angles) and applying this 
knowledge to regular polygons.  In grade five, students apply their knowledge of angles to measure and 

construct them using a protractor.  In grade six, students will measure and construct 
angles up to 180 degrees using a protractor and classify them as acute, obtuse, right or 
straight.    In Language, the Junior classes are exploring characteristics of narratives and 
how they incorporate them into their writing.  Narratives are broken down into the 
following characteristics: characters, setting, plot and problem/solution.  In grade four, 
students will identify these characteristics in various selections and begin planning for 

their own story.  In grade five, students will include these components in their written work and focus on word 
choice and detail.  Students in grade six will be writing more complex texts with developed characters and 
dialogue to create engagement for the reader.  

 
Intermediate Division - Geometry is essential for applied mathematics and is used in architecture, 
computer graphics and engineering fields.  It can also make abstract mathematical concepts clearer.  
Understanding the natural world requires an understanding of geometry as do visual arts, biology, 
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sports and artificial intelligence.  Data Management looks at bias which is found in graphs, questions and 
surveys.  Students will use this knowledge to make informed choices.  In grade seven, students will identify 
bias in real life scenarios based on sample size, method of collection and phrasing of the question.  The grade 
seven/eight class will sketch objects using different views, create nets using given measurements and 
determine attributes (e.g., vertices, edges, parallel lines, perpendicular lines, types of angles) to identify the 
object made.  Developing a spatial understanding of shapes will help with developing formulas to calculate 
area and surface area in upcoming units.  Students in the grade eight class will determine angles based on 
angle relationships (complementary, supplementary, opposite, alternate, corresponding and interior angles).  
They will investigate the sums of angles in polygons to develop formulas and examine right angled triangles to 
understand the use of Pythagorean’s Theorem to solve real life problems.  In literacy, each class in the 
intermediate division is working on improving comprehension of the material they read by applying a variety of 
reading strategies such as understanding the elements of a narrative, using textual references from a novel as 
supporting details and making connections.  In Reading in grade seven, students are completing their focus on 
making connections and increasingly difficult text.  Students will begin a novel study of “A Wrinkle in Time” and 
will explore how to look for key information to answer inquiry questions in complete and detailed responses.  In 
Writing, students will continue to work on paragraph structure, organizing thoughts and ideas and writing flow.  
Grade seven/eight are using a variety of reading strategies (e.g., visualization, predicting, questioning, 
clarifying and evaluating) as they continue their independent novel study assignment.  In Writing, students are 
focusing on fully developed answers to explicit and implicit questions connected to our novels and other texts 
by including textual references as supporting details.  They are also continuing to focus on the process, from 
the prewriting stage to revising and editing as we complete our paragraph portfolio assignment. 
Grade eight students are creating PowerPoint presentations which focus on setting, characters, conflict and 
mood in novels they are reading with a partner.  Understanding these components aids in comprehension and 
leads to a deeper understanding and appreciation of the story.  In Writing, students are working on improving 
the variety and complexity of word choice they use in their work.  This will enhance the ability to communicate 
more effectively with an audience.   

 
The Library Corner 
THE LIBRARY IS OPEN AT LUNCH RECESS! 
Once again this school year, the library is open at lunch recess for junior and intermediate students who would 
like to stay in to read, work on homework or use the computers.  Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays will be 
regular Lunchtime Library.  Students wishing to come in for Lunchtime Library may let their teacher know at the 
beginning of the day and their teacher will sign them up if there is still room on the list.  Space is limited. 
Lego Club will begin in November and run Tuesdays and Thursdays at lunch recess.  More information to 
follow on Gator Gab! 

 
School Council 
Your Council members for this year are: Richard Oei & Geri Sparnaay (Co-Chairs), Chris Karn (Treasurer), 
Trudy Case (Secretary), Tammy Hubert & Jennifer Pagett (Fundraiser), Barbara Anstett & Jennifer Pagett 
(Pastoral), Joe Oliveira, Diana Mileva and Kelly Roberts accompanied by school staff representation Olga Da 
Silva and Lynn Woodbeck.  Council would like to express our gratitude to all of those who participated in our 
Fall Fundraiser Campaign to make it a success.  At the last meeting, Council viewed a presentation from staff 
that one of the school's academic focus will be on the importance of fractions and how this concept will be 
delivered over the course of the elementary academic years.  Our next meeting is December 6th, at 6:30 p.m. 
in the library; all are welcome to attend. 

 
We Team 

The WE Team has been hard at work sharing ideas and brainstorming topics we are passionate about.  Our 
local initiative will continue with the food drives we have throughout the year by helping people in our own 
community have enough food on their tables.  Globally, we have decided to spend our year dedicated to 
helping Haiti and the crisis there with access to clean water because of natural disasters and widespread 
poverty.  Please watch out for news regarding upcoming fundraisers where you will be able to do your part to 
assist with our Gator initiatives!  

 



Girls’ Basketball 
The intermediate girls’ basketball team has been working hard during their lunch hour to improve their skills 
and learn new plays.  They will participate in a half day tournament at St. Mary's Catholic Secondary School on 
the afternoon of Thursday, November 23rd, 2017.  Good luck girls! 
 

Boys’ Volleyball 
The boys’ volleyball team will participate in a tournament on the afternoon of Monday, November 
20th.  They have been practising on Mondays and Tuesdays and will continue to do so leading up to the 
tournament.  The team will need parents to drive to the tournament on this day.  Thank you for your 
continued support of athletics at Our Lady of Grace! 

OCSGE – I am a Team Player 
Congratulations to the following students for demonstrating “I Am A Team Player” during the month of October: 

Milarka A., Senai A., Johan B., Alysha B., Rebecca C., J.R. C., Mason C., Hayden C., Kenisha D., 
Maya D., Aliyah D., Ayden E., Eryl E., Natanyal F., Noah F., Alison F., Sophia F., Oscar G.O., 
Cillian H., Emma H., Ann J., Camila J., Joshua K., Ethan L., Samantha L., Merion M., Nash M., 
Brody M., Juliana M.P., David M.S., Chloe O., Jessica O., Micheal O., Scarlett P., Paige P., Brooke 
P., Jayden P., Jewel P., Maya P., Brooklyn R., Shenasia R., Nisereen S., Boris T., Alejandro T., 
Benjamin V., Zoe Z. 

 

 

 
Fit Bit Nov 2017 

Water is the best choice for hydration! 
 

Recently, the Canadian Pediatric Society made a statement about energy and sports drinks. 
 
Sports Drinks 
Water is the best choice to meet children’s hydration needs before, during and after physical activity. 
People who are doing physical activity for a long period of time may need sports drinks, especially athletes 
who are not able to eat during physical activity.  For example, athletes who participate in triathlons. 
Children do not usually need sports drinks.  Children typically get enough carbohydrates to support physical 
activity, especially if they follow the eating pattern recommended in Eating Well with Canada’s Food Guide.  
 
Energy Drinks 
Energy drinks contain more caffeine than children and adolescents can tolerate. They should avoid energy 
drinks.  Energy drinks are promoted as products that can improve performance and alertness. In Canada, 
one energy drink can contain up to 180 milligrams of caffeine. 
 
How much caffeine can children safely consume? Health Canada recommends these limits on caffeine per 
day: 

• Children aged 4–6 years: 45 milligrams per day 

• Children aged 7–9 years: 62.5 milligrams per day 

• Children aged 10–12 years: 85 milligrams per day 

• Adolescents aged 13 years and older: 2.5 milligrams per kilogram of body weight per day 
 
Children are more likely to experience side effects from drinking caffeine, such as: 

• Jitteriness and nervousness 

• Poor mental health 

• Upset stomach 

• Headaches 

• Difficulty concentrating  
• Difficulty sleeping 

• Increased heart rate and other heart problems 
 


